Invitation for Expression of Interest for Consulting Services for the

Sustainable Tourism Development Project (for Consulting Firm)
The Government of Lao PDR has received a grant from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and intends to apply part of the proceeds of this grant to payments under the contract(s) for consultancy services to the “Sustainable Tourism Development Project” (The Project).

The proposed project is designed to contribute towards the sustainable socioeconomic development of Lao PDR focusing especially on poverty reduction, sustainable development and protection of the natural and cultural heritage. To achieve this goal the project seeks to enhance the protection and conservation of natural, cultural and urban heritage assets of importance for tourism sector development; increase the contributions to poverty reduction of pro-poor tourism initiatives by expanding the traditional community-based tourism approach to include participation in tourism-related supply and value chains by poor communities; improve the facilitation of tourism along the economic corridors; raise public sector official tourism management skills at the provincial, prefecture, country, district and site level; improve service and hygiene standards among staff in small to medium hospitality enterprises in the provinces; and enhance locally generated private sector participation in small and medium tourism enterprise investment and operation.
Consultancy services are required under tourism infrastructure improvement for infrastructure design and construction supervision for the sub-projects of  Biodiversity Conservation and Protection through Tourism at the Siphandone Wetland; Vang Vieng Town Waste Water Centralization and Treatment; and Facilitation of Tourism Components along North-South and East-West Economic Corridors :
	Consultants
	Inputs (person-month)

	
	International
	Domestic

	CONSULTING FIRM

	Environmental Specialist
	6
	12

	Civil Engineer
	12
	40

	Resettlement Specialist
	2
	0

	Total
	20
	52


The Lao National Tourism Administration as the Executing Agency of the project hereby invites eligible consultancy firm to send their Express of Interest to provide consultancy services to the project as described above.

Interested consultancy firms must provide the following information indicating that they are qualified to perform the required services :

1. Companies’ brochures including those of associated firms if it is a joint venture with other local and regional firms;
2. Description of experience in similar assignments in Laos and other countries in the Mekong region;

3. Availability of appropriate staff skills of the firm in the field of environment, infrastructure, and resettlement.
Consultants will be short-listed from the information provided in accordance with the procedure set out in the ADB’s Guideline (http://www.adb.org). The interested consultants may obtain further information on Terms of Reference for each consultant at the address below :

Room 408, Tel: (856-21) 217910

Lao National Tourism Administration

thaviphet@yahoo.com
Four (4) copies of the Expression of interest must be delivered to the address below by 20 December 2008
Sustainable Tourism Development Project

Lao National Tourism Administration

Room 408

P.O.Box 3556

Vientiane, Lao PDR

Tel/Fax: (856-21) 217910

E-mail: thaviphet@yahoo.com
The EA reserves the right to accept or reject any EOIs submitted after this date.

Contract Person : Mr. Sounh Manivong, Project Director

    Mr. Thavipheth Oula, Project Manager

    Mrs. Phengchanh Phengmeuang, Financial Official

    Tel/Fax : (856-21) 217910





































